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A family enjoying their Sunday at the beach as the man of the family lifts
his son as if it seems to be a Baahubali scene at Rajodi beach in Vasai.

ICV BMP II army tank during the full dress rehearsals for the Republic Day
parade, in Lucknow.

Snow covers the landscape in the German speaking Italian province of
South Tyrol in Rasun-Anterselva, Italy.

New delhi: Anticipating
heavy farmer movement
towards Delhi for tomor-
row’s tractor march,
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar and
several of his ministers
were forced to change their
venues for the flag hoisting
ceremony on Republic
Day. Khattar will now
unfurl the flag in Pachkula
and not Panipat as previ-
ously planned. The state
government is avoiding
sending ministers to sensi-
tive districts including
Sonipat, Hisar, Palwal,
Fatehabad, Rohtak,

Kaithal, Jind, Charkhi
Dadri and Sirsa which saw
massive farmer mobilisa-
tion for the protest rally in
Delhi. However, no official
reason was given for
changing the venue. The
revised schedule released
by the office of Haryana
Chief Secretary Vijai
Vardhan also adds that “in
case, due to any reason, the
dignitaries could not reach
their designated venues,
then the Deputy
Commissioner of the con-
cerned district shall unfurl
the national flag”. Earlier,
Haryana Governor SN

Arya’s venue for unfurling
the national flag was shift-
ed from Panchkula to
Haryana Raj Bhawan, cit-
ing Covid-19 situation. A
high-level meeting for

assessing the security situ-
ation on Republic Day was
chaired by CM Khattar in
which deputy chief minis-
ter Dushyant Chautala,
Haryana’s DGP Manoj

Yadava, Intelligence chief
Alok Mittal and various
other senior officers were
present. 
The state police has been
put on high alert in wake of
the farmers’movement and
thousands of tractors mov-
ing towards Delhi, today
and tomorrow. 

According to the
revised schedule for
Republic Day events,
Dushyant Chautala shall be
unfurling national flag in
Ambala, Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Gian Chand Gupta
in Kurukshetra, Deputy
Speaker Ranbir Gangwa in

Mahendragarh, Education
Minister Kanwar Pal in
Gurgaon, Transport
Minister Mool Chand
Sharma in Bhiwani, Power
minister Ranjit Singh in
Yamunanagar, Agriculture
Minister JP Dalal in
Rewari, Cooperation
Minister Dr. Banwari Lal
in Karnal, Social Justice
and Empowerment
Minister Om Prakash
Yadav in Jhajjar, Woman
and Child Development
Minister Kamlesh Dhanda
in Nuh, Archaeology
Minister Anoop Dhanak in
Faridabad, and Chief

Secretary Vijai Vardhan in Panipat.

After Governor, Haryana CM’s R-Day venue gets shifted

New Delhi: The government has
approved an underwater research proj-
ect to ascertain the origins of the Ram
Setu — a 48-km-long chain of shoals
between India and Sri Lanka. Talking
about the aim of the exploration, Union
Minister of State for Tourism and
Culture, Prahlad Singh Patel, said,
“The world should get to know about
the Ram Setu through evidence based
on scientific research.” Ram Setu, also
known as Adam’s Bridge or Nala Setu,
holds religious significance because of
the Ramayana. The central advisory
board on archaeology, which functions

under the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI), has approved the proposal
for this underwater exploration project.
The study — to be conducted by the
Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) and National Institute
of Oceanography (NIO) Goa — will

focus on the process behind Ram Setu’s
formation and also whether there are
any submerged habitations around the
structure. Patel said, “ASI has been
asked for permission by the NIO on
two counts — excavation to ascertain
the age of the structure, and to explore
the surrounding area. The permission
has been granted.” Also, Ram Setu’s
age will be ascertained through the
study of fossils and sedimentation to
see if it correlates with the Ramayana
period, sources in the Ministry of
Culture Keeping in view the upcoming
Assembly elections in Tamil Nadu,

sources say research is likely to begin
this year itself.

Centre gives green light to underwater study to determine Ram Setu origins
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